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against Elizabeth, and the English nation and
Elizabeth herself fully understood that.
Mary was to be pitied, not only for her mis-
fortunes, but for the fact that she brought them on
herself. She had made one mistake after another.
She had married in turn two completely unsuitable
and, in their own way, equally worthless men:
Darnley and BothwelL She had loved both of
them for a short while, but neither had loved her.
She had thought personal happiness the one thing
to aim at; she had snatched at it for the moment,
and in so doing ruined the whole of her life. Her
most fatal error was to marry Bothwell, but she
did that with her eyes open. Everyone, including
Elizabeth, warned her, but she would not even
pause. When once she had lost Scotland and
become a prisoner, she had no real chance of
winning England, and she risked her life by plot-
ting against Elizabeth. Here again the rashness
with which she persisted and encouraged one
plot after another was bound in the end to wear
out the patience of those against whom she
plotted.
She met her death with the greatest dignity,
and possibly she may not have found it so dreadful.
She had grown middle-aged f she had lost health
and looks. Her death gave her back dignity and
majesty.